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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Status 

1 . Claims 1 - 22 are pending in this Office action. 

The application has been examined. Claims 1 - 22 are rejected as detailed below and 
are pending in this office action. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings on the figures are objected to because they fail to show necessary 
textual labels of features or symbols in figures as described in the specification. For 
example, WSPQ, l/F on Fig. 2, are not descriptive. Using descriptive labels would give 
the viewer necessary detail to fully understand this element at a glance. A descriptive 
textual label for each element in these figures would be needed to fully and better 
understand these figures without substantial analysis of the detailed specification. Any 
structural detail that is of sufficient importance to be described should be shown in the 
drawing. Optionally, applicant may wish to include a table next to the present figure to 
fulfill this requirement. See 37 CFR 1.83. 37 CFR 1.84(n)(o) is recited below: 

"(n) Symbols. Graphical drawing symbols may be used for conventional elements 
when appropriate. The elements for which such symbols and labeled 
representations are used must be adequately identified in the specification. 
Known devices should be illustrated by symbols which have a universally 
recognized conventional meaning and are generally accepted in the art. Other 
symbols which are not universally recognized may be used, subject to approval 
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by the Office, if they are not likely to be confused with existing conventional 

symbols, and if they are readily identifiable, 
(o) Legends. Suitable descriptive legends may be used, or may be required by the 
Examiner, where necessary for understanding of the drawing, subject to approval by the 
Office. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. To be statutory, a claimed computer-related process must either: (A) result in a 
physical transformation outside the computer for which a practical application is either 
disclosed in the specification or would have been known to a skilled artisan, or (B) be 
limited to a practical application with useful, concrete and tangible result. 

5. Claims 11-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 17-22 are not limited to tangible embodiments. In view of Applicants' 
disclosure, specification page 22, line 5-15, the medium in not limited to tangible 
embodiments, instead being defined as including both tangible embodiments (e.g., [CD- 
ROM]) and intangible embodiments (e.g., [wireless communications]). 

As such, the claim is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non- 
statutory. 
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Claims 11-16 are not limited to tangible embodiments in view of Applicant's 
disclosure. 

These claims appear to constitute solely software per se and/or appear to 
constitute solely an abstract idea without any practical application. These claims do not 
indicate use of hardware on which the software runs to perform the steps recited in the 
body of the claim. The program does not appear to have been stored in a tangible 
storage medium therefore it is program per se. Software or program can be stored on a 
medium and/or executed by a computer. 

In other words the software must be stored in a tangible medium. As such, these 
claims are not limited to statutory subject matter and are therefore non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 11-12, 14, 17-18, 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Patent No: 6,829,599 to Chidlovskii (hereinafter Childlovskii). 



Claim 1 
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Chidlovskii discloses: 

A method of searching for data, the method comprising the steps of [Col 3 lines 
37-40]: 

accepting a question from a client [Col 3 lines 41-43]; 

sending the question to a plurality of search services [query, each information 
source, Col 3 lines 55-57, Fig 1B-2]; 

receiving a plurality of results from one or more of the search services, wherein 
each of the results has an associated rank that is assigned by the search service from 
which the result is received [query, answers (results), results, ranked, information 
source, Col 3 lines 57-60, Col 5 lines 34-40, Fig 1B-2]; and 

adjusting the associated rank of at least one result based upon a weight for the 
search service that assigned the associated rank, wherein the weight is assigned by at 
least one of a client specification and a default weighting specification [rank, ranking 
parameters, change (adjust), user feedback (client specification), Col 5 lines 49-55, Fig 
1B-2]. 

Claim 2. 

Chidlovskii discloses the elements of claim 1 and furthermore it discloses 
the step of sending at least one user preference to the plurality of search 
services [meta-search, user feedback (user preference), Col 5 lines 49-55]. 



Claim 3 
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Chidlovskii discloses the elements of claim 1 and furthermore it discloses the 
step of receiving a maximum rank possible from the search services, wherein the 
associated rank is relative to the maximum rank possible[ top ranked documents, Col 1 
lines 61-66, Col 10 lines57-58, Fig 4b,5A-B]. 

Claim 4. 

Chidlovskii discloses the elements of claim 1 and furthermore it discloses the 
step of sending a subset of the results to the client, the subset being selected in 
dependence upon the associated ranks of the results after the adjusting step [result 
filtered (subset), Col 5 lines 33-39]. 

Claim 6. 

Chidlovskii discloses the elements of claim 1 and furthermore it discloses 
wherein the weight assigned by the client specification overrides the weight assigned by 
the default weighting specification [Col 5 lines 53-55]. 

Claim 7. 

Chidlovskii discloses the elements of claim 1 and furthermore it discloses the 
step of receiving the question via at least one of the search services through an 
Application Program Interface [interface, Col 8 lines 11-12]. 
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8. Subject matter of claims 11-12, 14, 17-18 and 20 are rejected in the analysis 
above in claims 1-4, 6-7 and these claims are rejected on that basis. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 5, 13, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chidlovskii in view of Patent No: 6,370,527 to Singhal (hereinafter Singhal). 

Claim 5. 

Chidlovskii discloses the elements of claim 1 but it does not explicitly indicate the 
element of claim 5. Singhal disclose the claimed invention wherein the receiving step 
comprises storing the results in a result pool, and the method further comprises the step 
of retrieving the results from the result pool after a predetermined time [memory, store, 
results, predetermined period of time, Col 6 lines 63-65, Fig 4, Col 6 lines 38-40]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing to 
have combined the cited references because predetermined time as disclosed by 
Singhal would have enabled Chidlovskii to search all available portions of a distributed 
network without having to repeatedly reenter their search query [Singhal Col 1 lines 27- 
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11. Subject matter of claims 13 and 19 are rejected in the analysis above in claim 
5 and these claims are rejected on that basis. 

12. Claims 8-10, 15-16, and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chidlovskii in view of Patent No: 6,999,963 to McConnell (hereinafter 
McConnell). 

Claim 8. 

Chidlovskii discloses the elements of claim 1 but it does not explicitly indicate 
"natural language question". McConnell discloses the claimed natural language 
question [See McConnell Col 4 lines 56-57]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing to 
have combined the cited references because "natural language question" as disclosed 
by McConnell would have enabled Chidlovskii to provide a natural language interface to 
stored information [See McConnell Col 2 lines 54-65]. 

Furthermore it would enable Chidlovskii's system to provide users with easy and 
robust linguistic and conceptual variation for accessing the database in a more intuitive 
method [See McConnell Col 2 lines 54-65]. 



Claim 9. 
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The combination of Chidlovskii and McConnell discloses the elements of claim 8 
as above and furthermore it discloses the step of sending a parsed representation of the 
natural language question to the search services [parsing, natural language query, See 
McConnell Col 41 lines 39-42]. 

Claim 10. 

The combination of Chidlovskii McConnell discloses the elements of claim 8 as 
above and furthermore it discloses the step of sending a parsed representation includes 
the sub-steps of: 

generating grammatical information describing the natural language question 
[See McConnell Col 41 lines 44-46]; and 

providing the grammatical information to at least one of the search services [See 
McConnell, Col 41 lines 62-64]. 

13. Subject matter of claims 15-16, and 21-22 are rejected in the analysis above in 
claims 8-10 and these claims are rejected on that basis. 
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Conclusion 



14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emeka Ebirim whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3994. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30pm - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam, can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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